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Dear Warrior Tribe:

We are one more day into the "new normal" and one day closer to what our post-new normal will be.
The Coronavirus has made its mark on the world, and the education system continues to rapidly adapt
as a result. Everyone in our society is being struck in some way by the health and economic setbacks
produced. We are here to support our entire community, but especially those who have been impacted
by layoffs, food shortages, and businesses that have been forced to close. Our Leo's Club has food and
other supports available if needed. Please reach out to Mrs. Palmer at mpalmer@m-ecs.org to access
these resources. This is strong evidence of the compassionate team of teachers who are working
excessively to support our students in every way possible.
While we work to deliver meals and instruction during this "new normal" we are trying to process what
our future holds. There are far too many unknowns to predict what education will look like this spring,
or into next year. We will continue to adjust plans as we enhance our computer systems, add to our
software options, and receive new technology shipments. In addition, we modify our course as our
government defines district expectations and responsibilities.
Each day, I check in with my administrative team, and in turn, they are connecting with teachers
throughout the district. By now, it is expected that students are being connected with at a personal level
by their teachers. As you can imagine, this new instructional concept can be a challenge to implement.
We will be relying on students doing their part to stay in contact with their teachers. If a child is not
meeting an expectation, please be prepared for a phone call or virtual meeting request from your child's
teacher and/or principal.
At the same time, this new learning concept can create great pressure on parents. If parents need relief
from expectations or guidance/direction from teachers, please contact them. To help identify how the
District can improve in the remote delivery of instruction, a new Thought Exchange has been posted.
You can access it by clicking here: ThoughtExchange
In our last Thought Exchange, a concern was identified about how children will access next week's work.
In response to this, it is important to realize how fast this new model of learning is changing. At the start
of remote learning, there was a vision that work could be physically exchanged between student and
teacher or teachers could develop a virtual learning environment. To protect the health of our team, it
was decided that the exchange of physical materials should not occur. Therefore, instructional materials
will now only be delivered through technology. For those that have no access to appropriate technology,
individualized plans will be developed in coordination with teachers.
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